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The Dixie 




By GEORGE McMILL 

The New York Times r ^ |t[ . ^ Ulll u 

FROGMORE, S.C.-Since 1946, I have lived in a small 
Southern town and traveled over the South to dozens of oTher 
Plymg my trade as a writer. I’ve met a hundred 
Jtamy Carter* and, for that matter, Hamilton Jordanian,! 
Jodv Powe 11a. Tn mo nono tu i ' 


ter rit m,t 0f P° Utics being the South’s thea- 

ter. But Southern politics was still, is still, dominated by 
rural constituencies, still intensely local. The linkages be- 
tween economic and political power are still too close. 


the inil a?e i a of , window dressing that^p^guS 
the mternecine struggle over narrow local interests, In that 

iS 40 think that there are no, real 
issues, or that the executive can choose his kmes with ’She ! i 
assumption that a shallow commitment is enough. j 


„ jbey are the current embodiment of what used to be 
called The Poor White. I don’t mean to be a snob; my own 

P , oor Whlte - Bit for nearly 200 years, Southerners 
have been stereotyped into three classes: “the niggers the 
white trash and the old families” - the heart of to Old 
South myth. The myth actually was the South’s defense of 
slaveiy: Admitting the evil, there was still a defensible style 

w /V\ gente , e .i a , n . 3tocratic > cultured - that went with it 
W. J. Cash exploded it in his book, “The Mind of the South ” 
proving there never were that .many old families. ’ 

But the myth persisted stubbornly as long as the sense of 
evil and guilt lasted in the South. And the Poor White suf- 

ZtlirS he felt «“ g uilt and bore to stigma wWte 
™® e , often tbsu not, somewhat pathetically insisting that he 
was from an old family. The sense of myth and realitv of 
confused class and intricate etiquette, was almost unmanage- 

I ' 

Tw ° things happened then to change the 
fundamental dynamics of race and class in the South: " , 

South' " ational Prosperity began to reach the 

7??*“’ a ?d the ravaging poverty that had scourged it from 
1865 until the end of World War II began to cometo an end? 

2. ihe raewl-pnjtest moyement of the mid-1960s lifted 
from the white man the task of managing an“defend?ng seg 

m,m U a a r t eaVUlg him ^ J° b of cleansing himself of hi 

^ Tho^Wh^ 86 f 3 T“ de “? racker ” and blind bigot. 

. The : Southerner lias always had a rage to explain himself 
and his Mstory; there’s William Faulkner, Flannery O’Connor 
Robert Penn Warren, Walker Percy as eloquLt nrcmf Bid 
now with the new generation it has become^n objects pas- 
sionate intensity to wipe out the old image: This has- become 

?“? 2*; r? e s ‘ r ° n | est .. eJem ents i in Southern life and politics 
..today. fThe white Southernerisas determined about this as he ' 
is defensive about himself. ^ ^ 5? T : 

There’s something humorous about the way the Good 01’ 
Boys have rushed off to Hilton Head, S.C., to build ^cond 
.homes, and to buy golf carts. But there is a far greater ^? 
■tousness, and its obviously their goal to use Jimmy Carter’s * 
residence at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue to rede«nfh«f/i 
decades of Southern shaie. ThestoCartore, 

tot to S a r y Pa r hial and ' “"derneath, confident , 
tot to South has something to give the nation That has * 

( °v. f f veral reCent books by Southern liberals 
- tot the South has a special sense of “place,” of “Seal 
pride, even of “clean air.” v ™ local 

Noughts about the contradictory impulses of 
white Southerners are true, then they are an answer to manv 
questions being asked about the Carter Administration 
among them: Why don’t they go out socially? And why do 
toy sometimes behave badly when they do go put? And whv 
CaftSr 0i,en UP , the Whl4e House 9 staffto non- 

; ; As for those changes that came with the 1960s, it must 
also be remembered that Carter and his associates are tent 
■Helenes but not agents of those changes. It was a moment 
When a Southern politician could face the national constitu- 
ency without the taint of moral obloquy in race. 

aw*' S >u J . Ul ’ in 3ta j e and local governments, politics 
(Udnt change that much tot quickly. There was still to 


rJ h ‘ S . ‘ 3 the P° liticaI environment, the state government 
formed^ 3 ' “ WWch J ‘ mmy Carter ’ 3 Political senfibUity ^as ' 

The chafe of the Old South has eased. But Carter and his 

“7^ to 

n,mLf b Ce ' The Pceeident’s associates have often been 
quoted as saying proudly that his administration to, poifi- 

the South’s obMMtoldMto^y^nd^CartePs'genCT^ 


I 



